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History 
The town of Lander was founded in 1884 
and is the county seat of Fremont County.  
Lander is nestled against the foothills of the 
Wind River Mountains.  Originally, the 
community was organized to provide 
protection for the newly established Wind 
River Reservation.   
 
Lander has a rich history that includes the 
tƻƴȅ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎΣ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǎǳŦŦǊŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻƛƭ 
well in Wyoming (discovered in 1833), 
ranching & farming, the uranium & coal 
industries, and forestry. Today, Lander is 
ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά/ƛǘȅ ƻŦ .ǊƻƴȊŜέ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ōǊƻƴȊŜ 
foundry, which has produced many statues 
seen throughout ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ 
appreciation for western history, culture, 
arts, and entertainment has manifested 
within the numerous businesses, 
organizations, and unique annual events.   
 
hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ мрл ȅŜŀǊǎΣ [ŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ aŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 
has evolved with the industries that drove its 
economy.  Starting with a settlement in the 
mid-1880s and then transforming into 
agricultural dominated economy in the early 
1900s.    Then the community was 
transformed again as the economic focus 
changed into oil, uranium, and steel in the 

mid-1900s.  [ŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ aŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ was 
devastated by the mining bust of the mid-
1980s but came roaring back in the 1990s 
with a major Main Street Revitalization 
project.  Today, Lander Main Street 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ aŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΩǎ 
in the state and is an attractive stop for 
ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘǎΦ    ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ 
sectors are related to government, 
education, tourism, and the great outdoors.  
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ThŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ άtǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Past, While PreǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜέΦ  5uring 
the Lander Community Assessment of 2008, 
many attendees expressed their interest in: 
- preserving and promoting the character of 
development in [ŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ 
Main Street 
- attracting investment to Main Street 
-ensuring compatibility in development to 
maintain attractiveness and promote 
economic vitality. 
 
These guidelines have been developed for 
these exact purposes, to be user-friendly, 
specific, yet flexible.  They are designed to be 
easy to use for individuals looking to either 
renovate an existing structure or construct 
new.   
 
The predominant philosophies are: 
-Preserve historic integrity of building 
-Create or improve compatibility of buildings 
and maintain consistency 
 
The Review Process 
These guidelines are designed for the benefit 
of the businesses and historic buildings on 
Main Street.  The guidelines were developed 
to be used as a guide primarily for façade 
improvements - compliance with all city 
building codes is still required.   
 
As a requirement, all architectural 
improvements to the front of buildings 
located in the Lander Historic District 
between 1st Street and 4th Street on Main 
Street must be discussed with the Planning 
Department (an ideal time for this discussion 
is during the building permit process).  At this 
time, the property owner should provide 
research of historical documentation of the 
building and area.  Any applicable uniform 
building codes should also be discussed at 
this time.  If the Planning Department and 


